Agenda ltem No. 3

SOUTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL

REPORT BY: Depute Chief Executive and Director of Housing, Operations and

Development

TO: REGULATORY PANEL - LICENSING
OF 22nd June 2023

SUBJECT: ANNUAL INSPECTION AND SAFETY CERTIFICATES FOR THE

REGULATED STANDS AT AYR RACECOURSE

1.1

2.1

3.1

3.2

Purpose

To advise the Panel of the outcome of the annual technical inspections at Ayr
Racecourse, and to seek approval for the issue of revised Safety Certificates
for the two stands.

Recommendations
It is recommended that the Panel:

2.1.1 agrees that the current Safety Certificates remain in force until
30" June 2023, provided that no adverse reports are received at
the meeting; and

2.1.2 agrees that the revised Safety Certificates will come into force on
15t July 2023, for the period of one year.

Background

Ayr Racecourse is covered by the provisions of the Fire Safety and Safety of
Places of Sports Act 1987. Part Il of the Act applies to sports grounds which
provide covered accommodation in stands for spectators but are not
designated sports grounds in terms of the Safety of Sports Grounds Act 1975.
Safety Certificates require to be issued for grandstands (“regulated stands”),
which provide covered accommodation for 500 or more spectators.

Main guidance is given in the “Guide to Safety of Sports Grounds”, the
(“Green Guide”). Although the guide has no statutory force, its
recommendations can be made statutory by their inclusion in Safety
Certificates.



3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

4.1

Ayr Racecourse currently has two grandstands which are classed as
regulated stands, the Princess Royal (also known as the Club Stand) and the
Eglinton Stand.

It should be noted that the Safety Certificates cover only the grandstands,
their associated entrances and exits and the concourses in front of the stands.
The Racecourse is not classified as a designated Sports Ground under the
1975 Act. The certificates do not cover the Eglinton Rooms, Rothesay Stand,
Paddock area etc.

The current Certificate remains in force until 30th June 2023, unless
withdrawn by the Council.

The Safety Certificates states that all assessments, surveys and reports
required, should be completed by 28" February each year, with any remedial
works carried out to the satisfaction of the Council by 315t May. It should be
noted that inspections are carried out prior to the Scottish National meeting,
normally held in mid-April and the Gold Cup held in September each year.
Both of which attracts the largest attendances.

Proposals
Technical Reports
Building Standards Services, South Ayrshire Council

4.1.1 A visit was made to the Racecourse on 12th May 2023. It can be
reported that all the required assessments, surveys, certification and
reports are now in place, with the exception of, the Structural
Certificate, which is signed off after the 2023 Maintenance Programme
has been completed. The 2023 Maintenance Programme contains a
number of minor items to be repaired, and these will be completed by
the 30th June 2023.

4.1.2 The structural report submitted as part of the required assessments,
identified some significant deterioration in the condition of the Eglinton
Stand. Remedial works were carried out on the structure during the
year, and some further works were carried out prior to the Scottish
Grand National meeting in April. The works carried out allowed the
majority of stand to be used during the event with some areas
restricted. The report also highlighted further works that may be
required to the structure to secure its long-term future.

We are currently working with the racecourse management team and
safety officers to determine how this work will be programmed. This
may require a temporary closure of the stand during the year; however
it should be noted that for the majority of the race meetings the
Eglington Stand is not in use.



4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

5.1

5.2

4.1.3

4.1.4

The Scottish Grand National meeting was held this year on 22nd April
2023 and attracted an attendance of 17.171, and the Ayr Gold Cup
meeting was held on the 17" September 2022 with an attendance of
10,821. No adverse reports specifically in relation to the grandstands
were received about either meeting.

At the debrief for the Scottish Grand National meeting in April 2022,
stakeholders raised some issues, including problems in relation to the
exiting of the Racecourse following the event. Several meetings were
subsequently held with various agencies and mitigation measures were
put in place prior to the Gold Cup meeting in September 2022.

These included an expanded traffic management plan, and the limiting
of pick up after the event from the front of the Racecourse. It can be
confirmed that the measures implemented resulted in reduced number
of issues raised at the Gold Cup in September.

We are continuing to work with Racecourse and stakeholders to
improve on these arrangements, both for the local residents, and the
event patrons.

Environmental Health Services, South Ayrshire Council

No adverse reports received.

Scottish Fire & Rescue

No adverse comments

Police Scotland

No adverse comments.

Scottish Ambulance Service

No adverse comments.

St Andrew’s Ambulance Corps

No adverse comments.

Legal and Procurement Implications

There are no legal implications arising from this report.

There are no procurement implications arising from this report.



6.1

8.1

8.2

9.1

10.

10.1

11.

111

Financial Implications

The cost of staff time spent on inspections and on the preparation of revised
Safety Certificates was met from existing Planning and Building Standards
revenue budget.

Human Resources Implications

Not applicable.

Risk Implications of adopting the recommendations.

Risk Implications of adopting the recommendations.

8.1.1 There are no risks associated with adopting the recommendations.

Risk Implications of rejecting the recommendations.

8.2.1 Rejecting the recommendations may impact on the reputation of the
Council.

Equalities

The proposals in this report have been assessed through the Equalities
Impact Assessment Scoping Process, and there are no significant potential
positive or negative equality impacts of agreeing the recommendations and
therefore an Equalities Impact Assessment is not required. A copy of the
Equalities Scoping Assessment is attached as Appendix 1.

Sustainable Development Implications

Considering Strategic Environment Assessment (SEA) - This report does not
propose or seek approval for a plan, policy, programme or strategy or
document otherwise described which could be considered to constitute a plan,
programme, policy or strategy.

Options Appraisal

An options appraisal has not been carried out in relation to the subject matter
of this report.



12. Link to Council Plan

12.1 This work contributes to the Council’s Strategic Objective of “maximising the
potential of our communities” by creating a safer environment.

13. Results of Consultation
13.1 There has been no public consultation on the contents of this paper.

13.2 Consultation has taken place with SAC Environmental Health Services;
Scottish Fire and Rescue; Police Scotland; Scottish Ambulance Service; and
the St Andrews Ambulance Corps.

Background Papers Safety of Sports Grounds Act 1975.
Fire Safety and Safety of Places of Sport Act 1987.
Guide to Safety at Sports Grounds (6 edition) (“the
Green Guide”).
Safety Certificates for the Princess Royal and Eglinton
Stands, Ayr Racecourse.

Author and Person to Contact

Hugh Talbot | Co-ordinator — Planning and Building Standards | Housing, Operations
and Development | Hugh.talbot@south-ayrshire.gov.uk | Direct Line: 01292 616178

Date. 12t June 2023


mailto:Hugh.talbot@south-ayrshire.gov.uk

South Ayrshire Council Equalities Scoping Template
1. Policy details

APPENDIX 1

The 2023 Annual Inspection and the issuing of an extension
of the Safety Certificates for the Regulated Stands at Ayr
Racecourse

Lead Officer

Hugh Talbot

2. Which communities, groups of people, employees or thematic groups do you think will be,
or potentially could be, impacted upon by the implementation of this policy? Please indicate

whether these would be positive or negative impacts

Community, Groups of People or Themes Negative Impacts | Positive impacts
The whole community of South Ayrshire No Yes
People from different racial groups, ethnic or national origin. | No No
Women and/or men (boys and girls) No Yes
People with disabilities No Yes
People from particular age groups for example Older No No
people, children and young people
Lesbian, gay, bisexual and heterosexual people No No
People who are proposing to undergo, are undergoing or No No
have undergone a process to change sex
Pregnant women and new mothers No No
People who are married or in a civil partnership No No
People who share a particular religion or belief No No
Thematic Groups: Health, Human Rights, Rurality and No No
Deprivation.

3. Do you have evidence or reason to believe that the policy will support the Council to:

General Duty and other Equality Themes

Level of Negative and/or Positive
Impact (high, medium or low)

Eliminate discrimination and harassment faced by particular
communities or groups

Positive — low
Reduced discrimination of disabled

Promote equality of opportunity between particular
communities or groups

Positive — low

Foster good relations between particular communities or
groups

Positive — low

Promote positive attitudes towards different communities or
groups

Positive — low
Promotes inclusion in community life

Increase participation of particular communities or groups in
public life

Positive — low

Improve the health and wellbeing of particular communities
or groups

Positive — low
Promotes inclusion in community life

Promote the human rights of particular communities or
groups

Positive — low

Tackle deprivation faced by particular communities or
groups

Positive — low




4. Summary Assessment

Is a full Equality Impact Assessment required? X
(A full EIA must be carried out on all high and medium impact policies) | YES NO

Rationale for decision:

The Annual Inspection and the introduction of revised safety certificates for the two regulated
grandstands at Ayr Racecourse will improve safety for spectators using the facilities, but has
no significant impact on the public in general.

Signed :  Hugh Talbot Co-ordinator : Planning & Building Standards

Date: 13/6/2023 Copy to equalities@south-ayrshire.gov.uk



mailto:equalities@south-ayrshire.gov.uk

	AyrRacecourseReport 2023
	Agenda Item No. 3
	SOUTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL
	TO: REGULATORY PANEL - LICENSING


	AyrRacecourse EIA (2023)

