
 

 

Coylton Community Council (CCC) Meeting 
Thursday 23 February 2023 @ 7.00pm  

Coylton Primary School 
 

1. Present Jen McMillan 
Fraser Stone  
Laura Somerville 
Neil Andrew 
Nicola Smith 
Derek Pierce 
Stan Mault 
Stewart Harrison - Link Officer 
 

Betty Hodge 
Laura McEwan 
Allyson Wilson 
Victoria Birrell 
Caroline Knox 
James Knox 
Angela Rowe 
 

Apologies Isaac Kerr, Rachel Wilson, Ian Stewart, Iain Campbell 
Marie Oliver (Marie has requested a 10 min slot at our next meeting) 
 
 

2.  Previous minutes were approved as an accurate record. Proposed by 
Allyson, seconded by Fraser. These will be re-issued to all, copying in SAC. 
 
Matters arising:-  
 
Lochfergus Solar Farm – Laura has had communication with Locogen and 
asked that another consultation take place. 
 
Scottish Government (SG) turnaround – concerns were raised regarding the 
screening process - previously SG published an environmental impact 
assessment on 19th November 2022, this was withdrawn in December 
2022, and re-published in January 2023. The new environmental report 
published is quite radically different. The majority of it seems to be focused 
on SG’s zero emissions target. 
 
2 x FOIs have been submitted. Locogen’s Chief Executive sits on SG’s 
Environmental Committee – this would appear to be a conflict of interests. 
 
SG seems to be targeting net zero emissions but public don’t seem to be 
getting any benefits. Why are we not putting these on a site where there 
are existing wind farms? There’s further visual impact with this proposal. 
For the grid connection, there will be further digging and major upheaval. 
In terms of selection, there seems to be little rationale for this. 
There won’t be a benefit for those living round it, or for the village. There 
will be no jobs generated.  
 
Locogen spoke with some residents recently. Compensation has not been 
mentioned. There is probably an assumption that local residents will be 
compensated. Locogen has stated there would no impact on house prices.  



 

 

 
There is evidence to suggest lithium iron batteries (which will be used at 
the solar farm) have caused fires – this is a concern. Locogen has rebuffed 
this.  
 
The possibility of drone pictures of the area was raised. These would be 
valuable in allowing residents to view the site as it is now, and the solar 
panels superimposed on the site.  
 
There are significant concerns re major disruption to wildlife in the area. 
Also, concerns re noise, motion detecting lights, and sheep under the 
panels. The glare will be a huge issue.  
 
The residents will raise concerns with Prestwick Airport, and how this may 
impact the flight path.  
 
Other concerns include the laying of cabling and the potential increase in 
crime. 
 
Concerns re the Crematorium road and how that will be impacted. Access 
for emergency services vehicles is an issue.  
 
Windfarms are 3 x more effective + landfill generated by solar panels at 
end of their life.  
 
Jen mentioned the importance of profiling this on social media at the right 
time.  
 
There were concerns re the speed of the construction – 178 acres in 6 
weeks? This was not felt to be feasible.  
 
We will be informed a week before the proposal goes to planning.  
 
Actions:-  
 
Laura McEwan will take the concerns regarding the 2 different 
environmental impact assessments to SAC.  
 
Laura will arrange another meeting outside of CCC with residents here 
tonight and Locogen.  
 
Community Garden - construction halted last week as a local resident 
raised concerns that the committee had breached the planning proposal. 
Groundsmen from SAC had started clearing grounds but this was halted. It 
was concluded that no breach had taken place - work will commence again.  



 

 

Laura has applied for planning for the poly tunnel. The poly tunnel has 
been purchased – hoping it is onsite by the end of March.  
There is a slight problem with flooding.  
 
Lodges - no further updates. There has been an amazing community 
response with over 400 comments online in the planning portal, with about 
90% against the proposal. 
 

3. Councillor’s Report 
 
Iain Campbell was on holiday - there was nothing new to report. There will 
be further updates at the next meeting.  
 

4. Police Report 
 
Christopher Cochrane, Police Sergeant, South Ayrshire LPT had sent CCC a 
Police report for January 2023. There was nothing significant to report. The 
report is attached FYI.  
  

He offered support if there is anything that we need from them to just 
email or pick up the phone:- 
Tel: 01292664053 
Email: Christopher.Cochrane@scotland.police.uk 

 

5. Planning Report 
 
Nothing significant to note. 
 
CCC asked to lend support for the building development in Hole Road. 
Laura has suggested the company come along to a future meeting.  
 
Rachel reported that the planning application for houses at Manse Road 
has been approved. 
 
There is a planning proposal in for 3 houses at Barclaugh Farm.  
 
The planning application for a house at the top of Annbank road (War 
Memorial) was not approved.  
 

6. Licensing Report 
 
Betty stated there was nothing to report. 
 

7. Treasurers Report 
 
There was nothing to report. Funds remain as is.  

mailto:Christopher.Cochrane@scotland.police.uk


 

 

Coming up to audit time - Stan will produce the audit before he goes on 
holiday.  
 
Stan is awaiting the splitting of the account between the Gala committee 
and CCC. Plans to gift the gala money to the school for coronation 
celebrations.  
 
Laura will email Stan the ICO certificate. 
 

8. Thriving Communities/NHS SACT 
 
The Engagement Officer for Caring for Ayrshire asked us to profile the 
survey for the redesign of Systemic Anti-Cancer Therapy (SACT) delivery in 
Ayrshire and Arran on our social media - this has been done.  
 
Laura will check with Iain re timescale for ideas for spending monies 
previously earmarked for a new leisure centre. 
 
Upgrades to Tennis Club? Potential memorial to Morris?  
 

9.  Any other business 
 
Pavement from Hillhead to the primary school - work started on Tuesday 
21st February. Update from David Manson - should be complete by mid- 
late-April.  
 
Thank you to all who attended, and for your contributions. 
 
Date of next meeting:- Thursday 30th March at 7pm via Zoom (the 
meeting was due to take place at the Primary School bur SAC cancelled due 
to the school requesting exclusive use for their Parents Evening). 
 

 

 


