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NEWTON & HEATHFIELD COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF MEETING  
 

HELD ON TUESDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 2022 AT 6PM,  
Newton Primary School 

 
 

In Attendance 
 
Eddie England, Chair & Secretary 
Jim Fenton, Vice Chair 
Eudora Tabor, Licencing 
Stewart Wallace, Planning 
Jane Robertson 
Reverend Barbara Suchanek-Seitz  
Linda Bennett 
 
Councillor Laura Brennan-Whitefield 
Councillor Ian Davis 
Councillor Ian Cavana 
Councillor Mark Dixon 
 
Apologies 
 
David Porte, Link Officer, SAC 
Viviene McCulloch, Minute Taker, SAC 
Police Scotland 
 
 
1. Introductions/Apologies and Chairman’s Remarks 
 

Introductions were made and apologies accepted for the meeting. 
 
Eddie requested that the CC members stay behind after the meeting to discuss the SAC Self-
Assessment Form to be submitted. 

 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Minutes of the previous meeting dated 25th October 2022 were agreed, proposed by 
Barbara and seconded by Linda. 
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3. Matters Arising 

The CC Constitution provided by SAC and issued to all CC members at the October meeting 
was approved by Laura and Barbara.  David Porte was to countersign at the January 2023 
meeting – David to action   
 
Regarding the proposed N & H website; were there any thoughts/suggestions from the CC 
members?  None were made.  Will discuss again in the January meeting – action ongoing 
 
All other matters arising to be discussed during Reports and AOB. 
 

4. Correspondence & Reports 
 

No surface mail to report.  All relevant emails were forwarded to the CC members. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Bank balance is £1,852.07 to present date and all payments are up to date. 
 

 Police Report 

The following Report was emailed with apologies for non-attendance. 
 

Policing in Ayrshire, Community Council Report, Newton & Heathfield  
29th November 2022:- 

 
Disorder Calls  
1 x Emergency Workers Act 
2 x Wilful fire-raising 
 
Vandalism 
1 x vandalism (smashed window) 
 
Assault 
1 x Robbery 
2 x theft by OLP – from within motor vehicle 
 
Theft by Shoplifting 
8 x heft by shoplifting (Sainsbury, Farmfoods, Aldi) S170 TA 1988 
 
Road Traffic 
1 x S143 TRA 1988 no insurance 
 
Fraud 
2 x Fraud (online) 
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Eddie felt it was very disappointing that three items from the October CC meeting have not 
been addressed with one item going back to February 2022. 
 
There are also concerns regarding the following:- 
 
(i) Variations in the Reports from the Police given to Eddie on 19th October and that 

given by PC Phil Nichol at the October CC Meeting. 
(ii) The hate crime reported to the Police by Barbara; the Police did not provide an 

incident number and therefore Barbara had to contact the PS DPS. 
(iii) The use of knives to damage trees in Newton Park; this item was first raised at the 

February 2022 meeting. 
 
Councillor Ian Cavana Report 

 
(i) King George V Pavilion is now open and is a fantastic facility and well worth a visit. 
(ii) The road markings at the Heathfield junction urgently require to be addressed by 

ARA.  To accommodate these works, the road will require to be closed and the works 
carried out overnight.  Ian will keep pressing ARA to complete this operation. 

(iii) The vacant plot at Rosalind Place is extensively overgrown and the boundary fence is 
damaged.  Two foxes have been noticed within the plot.  Ian has contacted the 
owners and will keep pressure on the vacant plot’s owners to act.  (Ian noted that 
SAC have had problems with all vacant plot owners). 

(iv) Ian Cavana and Ian Davis have had various meetings with Stagecoach regarding the 
poor and intermittent service including buses being withdrawn without warning.  
The paucity of drivers is a major contributory factor.  There was a variety of 
comments from CC members with respect to the poor service.  It should be noted 
that this is a national problem. 

 
Councillor Ian Davis Report 
 
(i) Repairs to the ‘B’ listed Newton Tower; the original contractor is no longer trading.  

Ian will keep in touch with Asset Management.  The works will now require to go out 
to tender. 

(ii) CC members query from October meeting; the reason for the requirement to book a 
place at the recycling centre was due to congestion of traffic on Heathfield Road due 
to queuing vehicles to enter the site.  There has also been waste materials deposited 
by residents/workers from outwith South Ayrshire and this is evidenced by the drop 
in tonnage since the start of the requirement to book a time. 

(iii) Missing fencing at the top of a street embankment at Saltpans Road which would 
appear to be the property of Network Rail.  Concerns have been raised by 
pedestrians and cyclists.  Following discussions with Network Rail, they confirmed 
that there were no immediate plans to repair the fence.  Ian will monitor the 
situation and continue to contact Network Rail – ongoing action 

(iv) The Newton Shore path is in a very poor and dangerous condition with pot holes etc.  
Access Management will investigate the possibility of a new route. 

(v) ARA have carried out traffic monitoring at various locations including Hunters 
Avenue, North Harbour Street etc.  They will report to the Police and install cameras. 
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(vi) With respect to dogs and access to children’s play parks, Ian contacted the SAC Legal 
Department, and a by-law would be required to change the Law. 

 
Councillor Laura Brennan-Whitefield Report 
 
(i) Laura attended the Remembrance Service at the Auld Kirk.  The service was well 

attended. 
(ii) The County buildings are now breast feeding friendly, with other premises which 

should follow in the future. 
(iii) Laura noted that the “Reclaim the Night Walk” will take place on 6th December 2022 

highlighting the need to keep women safe and not scared or harassed. 
(iv) Laura attended the Wallacetown ‘Chat Café' in Newton Primary School.  Face to face 

with locals is probably the best way for refugees/migrants to learn and improve their 
knowledge of the english language. 

(v) Laura also attended the Wallacetown Community hub where residents meet to 
improve the area with the help of services, Police, Addiction Teams etc.  NOTE: Both 
items (iv) and (v) provide a platform for local residents to make friends and discuss 
problems and solutions for the improvement of their community. 

(vi) Fly tipping continues to be a major problem e.g. Weir Road. 
(vii) Dog fouling is proving to be an ongoing problem. 
(viii) Guy Fawkes Night – Use of fireworks limited this year but fire setting proved a real 

problem. 
(ix) The Mainholm Road Advice Hub can give quality advice regarding the cost of living 

and energy payments. 

 

Councillor Mark Dixon Report 

Mark stressed that a great majority of the public are extremely concerned about their ability 
to pay energy bills.  The energy companies have a duty to assist their customers.  Energy 
payments from the Government are proving to be a ‘short term’ help. 

 

Jim Fenton/Eudora Tabor – Stallholder Forum – 3rd November 2022 

Topic - Regeneration of the Town Centre - This was to gauge the publics opinion by holding 
various events and attract people to live in the Town Centre.  To make it user friendly e.g. 
access for bicycles.  Concrete proposals required and further meetings are proposed. 

 

Eddie England’s Meeting with Siobhian Brown, MSP 

Topic – Access to Childrens Play Areas by Dogs – Eddie stated the Newton & Heathfield CC 
position, that dogs should not be allowed access to play areas.  Siobhian wrote a letter to 
South Ayrshire Council asking them to clarify their policy in the light of differing replies to 
our enquiries.  Siobhian received a reply from them stating their policy.  Eddie forwarded a 
seven point email to Siobhian stating his disagreement with the South Ayrshire Council 
reply.  Eddie awaits a reply to his email – action to remain open 
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5. Any Other Business 

1. Tree/Plaque in memory of Sheila Wylie – Eddie again requested suggestions for the 
type of tree and the plaque inscription.  Laura suggested ‘Inspirational Force of Nature”.  
eddie requested more thought prior to the January 2023 CC meeting – action to remain 
open 
  

2. Two Notice Boards for CC Information – To place one in Newton Park and to obtain 
suggestions for the second notice board.  KG V Playing Field and Oswald Road area. 
Eddie requested definitive suggestions for the January meeting – action to remain open 

 

 
3. Barbara noted that St James are seeking funds to provide ‘Cosy Spaces’ for local 

residents during the energy crisis.  Barbara provided costings and Eddie suggested a 
donation of £100, this was agreed by all CC members. 
 

4. Eddie asked Linda if there was any update on the bench for past Chairman, Tom 
Robertson.  Linda noted that the issue is at present with the family. 

 

 
5. Jane suggested that we give a donation for the Christmas party at the Newton Park 

Court Sheltered Housing.  Eddie suggested £100 and this as agreed with the CC 
members. 
 

6. Eddie asked if any member, after the subject of a website was raised for our CC was 
raised at the October meeting, had suggestions/thoughts for our website.  None were 
forthcoming.  Eddie again said we will discuss this at the January meeting and in the 
meantime, if some members could do some research in to this.  Eddie will discuss with 
his son, Craig. 

 

 
7. Barbara noted key festive dates at St James’ Parish Church over the festive period:- 

 Christmas Fayre – 3rd December 2022 
 Two Special Services – 24th December 2022 

♦ 6.30 pm – Family Christingle Service 
♦ 11.15 pm – Christmas Service 

 

6. Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 31st January 2023 at 6 pm in Newton Primary 
School. 

 

*** HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A GUID NEW YEAR TO EVERYONE *** 


