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Why the funding has been provided? South Ayrshire Summer Activities Fund 2021

South Ayrshire Council and Community Planning Partners are committed to helping improve the wellbeing of children and young people over the 2021 Summer Holidays.

We want to provide experiences, integrating food and wider family support where needed, and targeted at low income families, children and young people particularly adversely affected by the impacts of the pandemic. 

This Fund is focused on getting it right for every child by promoting the wellbeing of children and young people as Scotland recovers from Covid-19 and inline with South Ayrshire Childrens Service Plan key priorities.

It also complements wider investment in holiday support through free school meal replacement for those eligible for free school meals on the basis of low income, and wider investment in Education and Youth Work recovery.


Who the funding is intended to reach? 

This provision is aimed at children and young people most likely to be experiencing continued disadvantage and who will therefore have been particularly adversely affected by the pandemic. Several groups of children and young people have particular wellbeing needs which require targeted support. These include:

· Children from low income households
· Children from those priority family groups identified in the Tackling Child Poverty Delivery Plan: larger families; families with a disabled child or adult; young mothers; families with children under one; and minority ethnic families 
· Children from families who have been shielding during the pandemic and whose ability to engage in activities and socialise will have been very limited
· Children with a disability or additional support need
· Care experienced children and young people
· Young carers
· Children in need of protection
· Children supported by a child’s plan 
· Children who have undergone significant transitions during lockdown or will experience them this year, including starting in ELC, starting primary school, moving to secondary school and leaving school.  

Partners should also consider how activities and services are delivered in remote / rural areas, where the range of existing provision could be more limited and geographic barriers to access services may be considerable.

Focus should be on:
· Providing opportunities to (re)connect with friends, peers, wider community and the outdoors, as well as with trusted adults. 
· Providing opportunities for children and young people to play, be active and enjoy themselves. Such activities will provide key learning opportunities and help support children’s return to school in the autumn by boosting wellbeing and confidence. Activities should be wide ranging and inclusive as possible to cover all interests, backgrounds and circumstances and shaped around a theme of fun and play with a view to providing positive experiences. Activities may include: sports; expressive arts; crafts; outdoor learning; trips and visits. Time outdoors should be optimised. 
· Equity - Activities should be accessible to target families and barriers to participation such as transport should be mitigated as far as possible. Consideration should be given to how to meet wider needs, including through the integration of food, childcare, financial inclusion, family support and referral on to wider services where needed. Principles of dignity and human rights should be applied, promoting non-stigmatising provision of services and supports. Resources are available to help integrate dignified food provision. 
· Engagement – It will be important to build on existing trusted relationships and communication methods so that children and families know about the offer and are encouraged to engage with it. Communication and promotion of the summer offer should be coordinated locally in order to maximise engagement among target groups. A national marketing strategy is also being developed to support this and will include a stakeholder toolkit that local partners can use to promote their own activities. Details will be shared once available. 

The guiding principles to underpin this approach are: 

· Co-creation with children, young people, and families
The summer offer will have children’s rights and wellbeing at its heart, founded in the UNCRC and GIRFEC. It is important that, as far as possible, any local offers are shaped around what children and young people of all ages say/have said that they want and need, and what would help them to recover and re-engage in their local communities. The particular priorities of those in the target groups outlined above should help shape delivery plans to ensure that support reaches those who would most benefit. 

Travel costs, particularly for those on low incomes and in rural areas, could also be covered as a key measure to remove barriers to participation. 

The funding could be used for capital costs, such as the purchase of play equipment, as well as costs for staff and volunteer training. However, it is expected that most spend will be on the delivery of activities and provision for children and young people.

Monitoring, Reporting and Evaluation
A template reporting form must be be completed and returned to Marion.young@south-ayrshire.gov.uk by 30th August 2021. 
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