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OUR VILLAGE HISTORY
THE VILLAGE IN 1930 WITH THE
NEW HOUSES UNDER CONSTRUCTION

IN THE BACKGROUND
Annbank grew from its coal‑mining roots
in the nineteenth century, developing as
a planned village for a growing
workforce. Early housing was modest
and living conditions were tough, but the
community quickly invested in shared
facilities. A reading room, a library of
around 3,000 books, and a school
serving 300 pupils became the heart of
village life, reflecting a strong tradition of
learning, resilience, and community spirit
that continues today.

INDUSTRIAL ROOTS AND SOCIAL
CHANGE

Annbank’s mining heritage shaped
village life well into the twentieth century,
with harsh working conditions and
significant social inequalities, including
child labour until legal reforms in 1911.
Alongside this industrial past, the village
developed a strong social and cultural
life. The construction of a permanent
church in 1903 marked growing stability,
while a proud sporting tradition,
particularly in football, fostered lasting
local pride and community identity.

INDUSTRY, POWER AND HARDSHIP

Annbank’s economy was shaped by coal
mining, with local life strongly influenced
by employer control. A company store
operated under the “Truck system”,
requiring miners’ families to buy goods
from their employer rather than
receiving full wages. Although the
system was outlawed in 1831, loopholes
allowed it to persist, prolonging hardship
and highlighting the economic
inequalities faced by the community.

From Pit to Palace: The life story of the Right Hon. James Brown, M.P., Lord High Commissioner to the
General Assembly of the Church of Scotland Unknown Binding – January 1, 1931

by Alexander Gammie (Author) James Clarke & Co (publisher).
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