South Ayrshire Local Access Forum

Minute of Meetings 
on Wednesday 19th November 2025.
Alloway Primary School



Present: 				Apologies:
Cllr Ian Davis				Euan Terras
Colin Mair 				Angus Craig				
Neil Feggans				Janice Kirkpatrick
Colin Clark				Jenny Fergusson 
Clive Stacey				
Dougie Graham								
Cllr Craig Mackay 
Robin Wilson					

								
									
Attending:	Rachel Shipley, Outdoor Access Officer
		Carly Mullen, Ayrshire Roads Alliance
		Tony Kamau, Ayrshire Roads Alliance
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General Meeting


Welcome and Apologies

CC welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for their attendance.  
Apologies were intimated as above.



Minute of Meeting on 20.08.25

Minute was agreed as correct.
Minute was proposed by Dougie Graham and seconded by Colin Mair. Minute was adopted. 



Matters Arising

Dailly Trails

CC and RS assisted 2 representatives from the Dailly CC in doing a walking audit/ inspection of 2 of the Dailly Trails – the Quarry and Kilgrammie, on 27.10.25. 
RS wrote up a path report for each and forwarded them to Dailly CC secretary. 
The reports – overall condition of both trails not too bad, but quite overgrown with general vegetation and a few trees down across the paths. The member of Dailly CC said she would contact a qualified local person to ask if he could cut the trees and remove them from the paths, and that they should be able to use windfarm money to cover costs of this. 
However, they were concerned that they do not have a project manager for these jobs. CC suggested they contact Chris Saunders at Girvan ACE, for help or advice.

CC/ RS plan to carry out another walking audit/ inspection of the Lindsayston Trail on 24th November. JK will join them for the walk on this Trail, as she’s very familiar with it.

There is to be a drop-in Health & Well-being event in Dailly, and CC has offered to attend to encourage support from the community for the Trails.

NF – will pass on this update to Peter Occleston on the Trails’ progress so far.

 

NAF/ LAF joint meeting

The NAF/ LAF online meeting was attended by CC and NF.
NF - information to come out of that meeting included that there is no cross-party group for Rural/ Access affairs. So, NAF will lobby to get one established, and also lobby for funding as currently there is no-one doing this, either.

SOAN is going to host an online course to cover Access Legislation.

Sustrans has had a name change, it’s now Walk Wheel Cycle Trust.



Paths Maintenance Update

River Ayr Way – there are no signs from the Old Brig through the town down to the  harbour. ARA has offered to put up signage in this public realm section. CC/RS provided TK with basic design that is used for the RAW waymarker discs.

CS – works at Victoria Bridge mean RAW route at this section is temporarily closed. Walkers need to cross the busy road at level, which is not ideal. But hopefully RAW path will not be closed for too much longer.

Section of RAW near Stair which frequently floods – TK advised that ARA has agreed to cover costs of materials (tonnes of stone) to help the surface of the path at this section but will need agreement of the landowner to cross the fields with machinery to access the path. RS to identify the landowner and contact him.


Smugglers Trail sign at South Beach car park – has finally be re-instated. The metal frame needs a new coat of paint, to tidy it up and to preserve the metal. CC has offered to paint sign the frame if paint can be provided to him.

CC/ RS met with Emma Von Hof (Hillhouse Quarry) at the Smugglers trail in Dundonald Wood. Emma has agreed to install benches at a couple of sites along the Trail. She also mentioned that she may install some more signage.

Smugglers Trail leaflets – CC got agreement from Dundonald and Troon CC’s to provide some funding for a reprint of the leaflets. RS arranged for the SAC graphics designer to create artwork for the reprint (as the original artwork is no longer available).


Recent Local Access Cases/Access Enquiries 

Discussed various cases on the datasheet.


AOCB  

TK – Dundonald to Barassie active travel route – ARA is finalising alignment of route with farmer. Hopefully this means main route will run along adjacent to the road. But ARA still intend to keep the circuitous recreational section of the route as well. As this will likely be popular with local for walking.
ARA trying to do the groundworks on the section to Prestwick at the moment.
Main section of route alongside road must be completed by 31st March 2026. Some trees removed to lay route, ARA will replant to mitigate loss of these trees.
TK will send a plan of plan to CC/ RS who can then circulate it ‘round the rest of the Forum members.

Carly M – is attending the S.A. Active Living Group meetings and will suggest events to promote the launch of the Dundonald-Barassie route.
Carly M – has newly started at ARA, her role being Communications & Engagement. She’s also hoping to get the Ayrshire Link webpage back up and running.

Cllr C – asked if there is baseline data for usage of cyclists currently using the road, so can compare that will usage once the active travel route completed. TK – yes there is data for this from 2022.



TK – Transport Scotland offered funds to construct the Loans-Troon route (Old Loans Road) this financial year.

CS – asked that when ARA needs to close a route for works/ maintenance that they put up adequate signage well in advance (both time and location). Tunnel at Alloway was closed for works, with no advance signage, leaving people getting all the way to the tunnel and then having to turn back.
TK – said he would high-light this with contractors.


NF – asked about obstruction at Ayrshire Coastal Path on Glenapp estate. ACP route manager will install stiles adjacent to the locked gates on the route once Estate factor has confirmed agreement with this. Factor wanted to confirm that liability for the stiles would not be with the Estate, and this was confirmed to him, by ACP route manager and RS.



Next Meetings – proposed dates for 2026

18th February 2026

20th May 2026

19th August 2026

18th November 2026

Also suggested that one of the summer meetings be a site visit, possibly to Dundonald Visitor Centre and the new cycle route.




Finish of business meeting
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