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South Ayrshire Council

Rural Rates Relief
Rates relief is available for certain types of business located within designated rural settlements with a population of less than 3,000 people.

Mandatory rates relief of 50% may be awarded to qualifying post offices, general stores, food stores, public houses, hotels and filling stations. A further 25% discretionary relief may be awarded to these types of businesses, apart from filling stations, which may qualify for a further 50% discretionary relief.

In order to qualify for relief, post offices, general stores and food stores must have a rateable value of £8,500 or less. Qualifying public houses, hotels and filling stations must have a rateable value of £12,750 or less.

This form needs to be completed and returned as soon as possible, either by post to: South Ayrshire Council, Corporate Services, PO Box 31, Wellington Square, Ayr, KA7 2PL, or by e-mail to: business.rates@south-ayrshire.gov.uk. The declaration at paragraph 10 must be signed and dated.
1. Organisation/Person claiming relief:


Name:

Address:

2. Property for which rates relief is being sought:

Description:

Address:


3. Rates Reference:

4. Rateable Value:

5. Post Office:
Is the property the only Post Office in the settlement?

6. General Store:
Is the property the only General Store in the settlement?

The property is used as a qualifying general store if a trade or business consisting wholly or mainly of the sale by retail of both food for human consumption (excluding confectionery) and general household goods is carried on there.

7. Food Store:
Is the property the only Food Store in the settlement?
The property is used as a qualifying food store if a trade or business consisting wholly or mainly of the sale by retail of food for human consumption (excluding confectionary and excluding the supply of food in the course of catering) is carried on there; and

the supply of food in the course of catering includes-

a) any supply of food for consumption on the premises on which it is supplied; and

b) any supply of hot food for consumption off those premises.

For the purposes of paragraph (b) above “hot food” means food which, or any part of which, has been heated for the purposes of enabling it to be consumed at a temperature above the ambient air temperature and is at the time of supply above that temperature.

8. Petrol Filling Station:
Is the property used for the retail sale of petrol 
or other automotive fuels to the general public for fuelling motor

vehicles intended or adapted for use on roads?


Are you the ratepayer for any other petrol filling station in Scotland?

9. Public House/Hotel:
Is the property the only public house or hotel

in the settlement?

Are you the ratepayer for any other public house or hotel in Scotland?

10. Declaration

I understand that: - The Council is under an obligation to manage public funds properly. Accordingly information that you provide the Council will be used to ensure all sums due to the Council are paid timeously. The information may also be used to prevent and detect fraud. It is possible that this information may be shared for the same purposes with public bodies, including Councils or other organisations which handle public funds.

I agree that: - You may make any enquiries necessary to check the information I have given. I understand that any relief awarded to me as a result of misleading statements deliberately given on this form will be recovered in full and that I may be liable to legal action.

I declare that: - The information I have given on this form is true, complete and correct. I understand that the deliberate provision of false information in order to achieve financial gain is a criminal offence.


Name (Block capitals):

Position in Organisation:

E-Mail Address:






Phone:

Signature:







Date:
For Official Use Only

Relief Period:

……………....to………..............

Relief Category:

…………………….

Action by:

…………………….


Authorised by:

…………………….
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