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A77:  Approval given for £775,000 investment in 

state-of-the-art road safety system

The A77 Safety Group announced today that funding has been approved for Scotland’s first SPECS speeding deterrent system to be installed on the A77 - one of the nation’s most notorious trunk roads. 

SPECS is a digital safety camera system which enables a vehicle’s speed to be measured at various points along a stretch of road. It will aim to cut accidents on this route where 15 fatal accidents and 78 serious injury accidents occurred between January 1, 1999 and May 31, 2004. 

At a meeting this morning, the Scottish Safety Camera Advisory Board voted to implement a pilot project for the SPECS system on a 46 kilometre stretch of the A77, from the north of Ayr to the south of Girvan.  Work will start at the beginning of April.

Neil Macgillivray of the Strathclyde Safety Camera Partnership, which will operate the camera system and a key member of the A77 Safety Group, said:

“The A77 Safety Group is firmly committed to reducing the number of fatalities and accidents on the A77. We are delighted that this pilot digital camera system will be implemented on the single carriageway section between Ayr and Girvan, one of the key focus areas of the Group’s campaign.

“SPECS measures driver’s speed at a series of cameras between fixed start and finish points providing absolutely no hiding place for drivers.  The Group’s emphasis is on encouraging safe driving practices over the long term, however if motorists speed on this stretch of the A77, they will be caught.”

Justice Minister Cathy Jamieson said:

“Concerns have continued to be expressed about road safety on the A77 in Ayrshire. In recent years this road has seen a high number of accidents, deaths and serious casualties. That’s why last spring, the Executive set up the A77 Safety Group to tackle road safety issues on this route. 
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“Today’s funding and the installation of this new high-tech camera system is an important step forward in improving safety on that stretch and addressing the excessive speeds which can result in death or injury on Scotland’s roads. Too many families have lost loved ones in tragic circumstances to let this continue. And I hope this new system will have an immediate deterrent effect upon those drivers who continue to risk their lives and the lives of others by driving at excessive speed.” 

Already used successfully in Nottingham and Northhampton, SPECS has been shown to produce safer driving, reduce average speeds, create a smoother traffic flow, stop drivers speeding up and then slowing down between fixed cameras, and lower the number of road deaths and serious accidents.
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