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Dear Sir/Madam 

Council Tax

Discount for Second Home/Long Term Empty Properties

In terms of Section 79 (2) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, and the Council Tax (Discount for Unoccupied Dwellings) (Scotland) Regulations 2005, a dwelling house may be entitled to a discount from Council Tax where the dwelling has no permanent residents. (With effect from 1 April 2006 discounts do not apply to Water & Sewerage Charges).

In accordance with these regulations, South Ayrshire Council have decided, with certain exceptions as provided by the regulations, to set the level of discount for second homes and unoccupied properties at 10% from April 2011.    

Long term empty properties which have been unoccupied & unfurnished may be due 50% discount for up to 6 months, before reducing to the lower level of discount as appropriate.  

If you consider that you may be eligible for discount, please complete the enclosed application fully and return to the address shown above together with the documentary evidence requested.  

If you qualify for a reduction, a revised notice will be issued to you showing the reduced amount due.  If the claim is unsuccessful or I require further information I shall contact you further.
Yours faithfully

Council Tax 

Corporate Resources, Corporate Services

APPLICATION FOR DISCOUNT – SECOND HOME/LONG TERM EMPTY

	
	
	

	NAME:
	
	

	
	
	

	SUBJECT ADDRESS:
	
	

	
	
	

	COUNCIL TAX REF:
	
	

	
	
	

	POSTAL ADDRESS:
	
	

	
	(If different from above)
	

	DAYTIME TELE NO:
	
	

	
	(Please supply, in case we need to contact you regarding this application.)
	



If you are resident at another address where you are not the person liable to pay the Council Tax, please provide a copy of a recent Bank Statement, Driving License or official document, which confirms your main address.

	· 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Please answer the following questions relating to the property in South Ayrshire.

	
	
	

	1.
	Please confirm if you are owner of the property or provide owner’s name and address.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	2.
	Is the property unoccupied?

I consider discount should be applicable from  ______________  to  ______________


	YES/NO

	
	
	

	3.
	Is the property furnished or unfurnished?


	FURNISHED/ UNFURNISHED

	
	
	

	4.
	Has the property undergone, or still requires to undergo, major repair work, including structural repair work?

If you have answered ‘No’ please go to Question 5. 

If you answered ‘Yes’, please give details and dates when work has/will be undertaken.
	YES/NO


	5.
	Is the property used as a Holiday Home?  

If you have answered ‘No’ please go to Question 6. 

If you answered ‘Yes’, is the property:-


	YES/NO




	
	(a) advertised for rental as Holiday Accommodation and is it available for rental for more than 140 days per year?

       Average days available for rental in any year (if applicable)
	YES/NO

	
	(b) a purpose built holiday home, which is either not allowed to be used for human habitation throughout the year, or by reason of its construction or the facilities it does, or does not provide, is unfit to be used.   


       If you have answered ‘Yes’ please give details.



	YES/NO

	
	

	

	
	
	


	6.
	Is the property unoccupied because you are living in tied accommodation provided by your employer e.g. members of the clergy, farm workers, and publicans?

If you have answered ‘Yes’ please confirm your occupation and the full name, address and contact details for your employer.


Occupation:                                                                                      
	YES/NO

	
	Employer’s Name:
	

	
	Employer’s Address:
	

	
	
	

	
	Telephone No.
	

	
	
	


	
	
	

	7.
	If the property is unoccupied for any other reason, please give details below.
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Declaration

	

	I declare that the information I have given in this form is correct and complete and I agree to notify you immediately of any changes that might affect my Council Tax.  I understand that any information I have provided will be used in the administration of my council tax account.  You may check the information with other sources and you may give information to other parties if the law allows this.

	
	
	

	Signed:
	
	

	Date:
	
	

	
	
	


1
Administration, Finance, Human Resources, ICT, Legal and Procurement


