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South Ayrshire Council
Unoccupied Property
In general, there will be no non-domestic rates to pay for the first three months that a property is empty. However, if the property has been empty prior to your interest in it, then you may not qualify for any period of 100% relief. After that, the rates bill will be calculated by taking the rateable value of the empty non-domestic property and multiplying this by one half of the current non-domestic poundage rate (this is referred to as the empty property rate). Under certain circumstances some properties (listed at paragraph 8 below) are exempt from the 50% empty property rate levy and do not have to pay non-domestic rates at all.

Businesses that occupy a property, only trading on a seasonal basis at certain times of the year, would not qualify for relief.

This form needs to be completed and returned as soon as possible, either by post to: South Ayrshire Council, Corporate Services, PO Box 31, Wellington Square, Ayr, KA7 2PL, or by e-mail to: business.rates@south-ayrshire.gov.uk. The declaration at paragraph 10 must be signed and dated.
Please complete the following questions:

1.
Ratepayer Name:


2.
Rates Reference:
3.
Property Address:

4.
Exact date the property became unoccupied:

5.
Date the property will be occupied (or nearest estimate):
6.
Reason for the property not being occupied:
7.
It may be necessary to inspect the property; therefore the following information is required:

· Contact name:


· Contact address:


· Contact tel. number:


Contact e-mail address:
8.
The property may be exempt form the 50% empty rate if it falls in to one of the following categories:


(Please select relevant category)


· Industrial Property:


· Property is prohibited by law from occupation:


· Property has a rateable value less than £1,700:


· Property is subject to a compulsory purchase order:
· Property is subject to a preservation order, or is a Listed Building,

or is a Scheduled Ancient Monument:

· Property is unoccupied due to death or insolvency:

9.
If any change of ownership or occupation has taken place since the property became empty, please complete the relevant section below:

Change of Ownership




· Date of sale:



· Name of new owner:
· Name and address of solicitor acting
in sale:



· Your forwarding address:

· Telephone number:

Change of Tenancy




· Date of lease termination:



· Name of new tenant:
· New tenant’s correspondence address:


· Owner’s name:



· Owner’s address:

· Telephone number:
10.
I/We understand that the information supplied is to the best of my knowledge and belief accurate, and that I/We understand that to deliberately provide false information for monetary advantage is a criminal offence.

Name (Block capitals):

Position in Business:
Signature:







Date:
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
Date returned:

…………………….


Date processed:

…………………….
Relief Period:

……………....to………..............

Exempt Category:
…………………….
Action by:

…………………….


Authorised by:

…………………….
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